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Chairman’s Welcome

Con Policies

Welcome everyone to OVFF 37.

Lin: This welcome is a shared one between 
myself and my husband, Les. He stepped in and 
covered for me beginning in December 2020 
when I contracted COVID 19.

Les: Well folks, it has been tough ever since 
COVID-19 raised its protein-spiked head two 
years ago this December. Who would have 
thought this would be on the horizon at our last 
live OVFF in 2019? We might have thought it 
was science fiction or fantasy.

Les & Lin: As the ConCom it has been a 
sobering challenge to maintain OVFF as one of 
the premier filk venues in the world while at the 
same time keeping all participants safe.  I, in 
particular, felt the weight of responsibility after 
Lin was hospitalized with COVID and I was 
home with my own COVID-19 experience in 
2020

L&L: But isn’t time we all start making the 
music we love again? Aren’t we all anxious to 
get things back to somewhat how they were 
before the pandemic shut everything down?  
Yes, we still need to be cautious, but isn’t it high 
time to enjoy an in person OVFF again?

We think OVFF has put together an outstanding 
program this year.  

With that in mind, we want to welcome you all 
to a live and in person OVFF.  Despite all that 
has happened, the OVFF spirit is still strong.  
Please, one and all, enjoy yourself at this, the 
37th OVFF! 

Linnea and Leslie Davis

CoChairs 2021

ConChairs OVFF 37
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COVID Regulations for OVFF 2021
Vaccination Policy
Due to COVID-19 concerns, for 2021 we will require proof 
of vaccination for all attendees.
Mask Policy & Social Distancing
OVFF will comply with all state and local regulations. 
Worthington’s ordinance requires all people ages three and 
over within the City of Worthington to wear a face covering 
over their nose and mouth when in indoor areas accessible to 
the public and when traveling on public transportation. 
There are exceptions for people who cannot wear face 
coverings because of medical or mental health conditions, 
developmental disabilities or other instances based on CDC 
guidance.”

OVFF CONTACT INFORMATION

1720 Bendelow Dr
Columbus, OH 43228
Phone Number:   (614) 937-1762
Visit our website:   www.ovff.org
Email us at:   ovff@ovff.org 



OVFF’S RECORDING POLICY

Individuals are welcome to make recordings for 
their own private use as long as the recording is 
unobtrusive and the performer's implied 
permission is given. Performers have the option 
of announcing, “Please don’t record me” prior to 
their performance.

If you want to record next year's convention for 
commercial reproduction, please contact us for a 
bid package.

OVFF’S ROLLOVER POLICY

If you purchase a membership in advance to 
OVFF in any given year and then find that you 
are unable to attend due to an unexpected 
change of plans, OVFF will gladly consider 
rolling over the membership to next year’s 
convention PROVIDED you inform us before the 
beginning of the con. We require notice in 
writing, (an old-fashioned letter or e-mail), not a 
phone call or a verbal message carried by a 
friend.

After this year, memberships will be rolled over 
only one year. If you are still unable to attend the 
second year, we regret that we cannot roll it over 
again. 

OVFF'S ANTI-HARASSMENT POLICY

Harassment of any kind is not tolerated. If 
someone tells you “no” or asks you to leave them 
alone, your business with them is done.

Your right not to be harassed is not a right not to 
be offended. All of us have different things that 
we find offensive. If you are offended, the best 
solution may be for you to walk away from the 
person who offends you. Should that person 
pursue you and continue to offend you, that 
could be harassment.

If you feel that you are being harassed, or if you 
notice someone behaving inappropriately (such 
as violating hotel or convention policies), we 
respectfully suggest the following:

1. If you feel comfortable doing so, point out the 
inappropriate behavior to the person(s) involved.  
Often this will solve the problem immediately.

2. If you do not feel comfortable talking with the 
person(s) involved, or if talking to them does not 
resolve the issue, please report the situation 
immediately to any OVFF Concom member. It 
would be extremely helpful if you could provide 
a name, badge name, and/or physical 
description of the person(s) involved. Please 
remember that we need to know about any 
incidents during the event in order to take action.

OVFF reserves the right to revoke the 
membership of anyone failing to conform to the 
letter and spirit of these policies, those of our 
hotel, and the laws of the City of Worthington 
and the State of Ohio.

ART CREDITS

Cover Art: Clip Art 
Nancy Graf: Pegasus Awards logo 
Lorene Andrews: All other pegasi used on the 
Pegasus Awards, ballots, and website. 
All other art is clip art.
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The schedule of events printed here was accurate as of the time the program book went to “press”. 
However, as is normal with any event the size of OVFF, it isn’t unusual that some late adjustments to 
the schedule have been made. Changes will be posted on the whiteboard in lobby. All times are USA 
Eastern Daylight Time.

Thursday, 28-10-2021
8:00 ’ish Frisky Puppy Filk (Room TBA on whiteboard in lobby) - First Filk 

of the weekend for those getting in early to get a head start. We 
don't know where it will be, we just know it'll be fun. Check the 
white board that will hopefully be set up in the main lobby for start 
time and location 

Friday, 29-10-2021
3:00’ish Afternoon Delight (Room TBA on whiteboard in lobby)For those who need to get a little 

filk in before we start the rest of the weekend. We'll still be getting set up for the Friday 
main events, so we'll figure out where we're doing this and let you know on the white 
board in the main lobby. 

4:30’ish Registration Opens (Polaris One) - Get your badge here!

7:00 ‘ish Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (Upper Terrace) -Our amazing hostesses, Mary Frost-Pierson and 
Elaine Richards, throw a crazy funny tea party! Please come appropriately attired in your 
favorite, most spectacular hat. Those without head gear will be provided with the most 
embarrassing hats possible. Our gracious hostesses will award prizes for the best 
costume, best hat, and whatever else tickles their fancy.

8:00’ish Pegasus Nominees’ Concert (Cedar & Alder)

8:00 TBA
8:30 TBA
9:00 TBA
9:30 TBA
10:00 TBA
10:30 TBA

8:00’ish Open Filk (German Village/Short North/Arena District/Fairfield) - But why would you 
want to miss the Pegasus Concert?

OVFF Schedule Of Events
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OVFF Schedule Of Events
8:00’ish Theme Filk (Franklin) - For those who signed up two hours in advance. Theme TBA. If 

not reserved, room becomes Open Filk.

10:30’ish Apple Tasting Party(Con Suite) - Join us in the ConSuite after the Pegasus 
Awards Concert to try out a slew of different varieties of apples. Find 
your favorite, or try something new, or BOTH! Apple slices will be pre-
sliced and packaged in individual bags for food safety.

11:00’ish Theme Filk: Via Bella (Cedar & Alder) - Come join our Toast Masters "ViaBella" (Rand 
and Erin Bellavia) to sing songs about the moon or your favorite animated character, or 
both (Marvin Martian anyone?) It'll be a blast! 

11:00’ish Poker Chip Filk (Short North) - Most OVFF filks are chaos-style. In the poker chip 
style, everyone gets a poker chip. You can jump in when you want…if you have a poker 
chip. This way, everyone gets a chance to sing before anyone sings a second song. 
Gabrielle Gold.

Midnight Theme Filk: All Hallows Eve Eve (German Village) - While we haven’t QUITE made it 
to October 31st, we’re certainly close enough! Join in a theme filk 
inspired by all things spooky and strange. Bring your silliest parody 
regarding goofy ghosts and goblins or a fearfully frightening fable in 
ballad form! Any tunes you can tie in with either tricks or treats are 
welcome in this midnight. monster mash of music. (Costumes, should 
you happen to bring them are absolutely encouraged as well!) Kaitlyn 
Myers-Brooks of Familiar

Saturday,30-10-2021
10:00-4:00 Microphone Petting Zoo (Fairfield) - This is your 

opportunity to try out a wide selection of stage vocal 
microphones and evaluate how they respond to your 
voice and singing style. Come with a short set (less than 
2 minutes), and you will get a chance to evaluate them 
all. This is a chance to find a mic that makes you sound 
GOOD (or at least better). We will start with a half hour 
overview of all the mics available and a chance to sign up 
for a time slot- first come, first served (you can also sign 
up on the signup sheet on the tables across from the main 
concert hall). You sign up for a 15 minute recording slot. Show up 15-20 minutes early 
to observe the process with the person before you on the list. So we will have one 
person being recorded, and one person "on deck" in the room. Please do not enter if the 
door is closed. Walk-ins welcome if there is time available. Gerry and Sandy Tyra.

10:30’ish Chamberfilk Practice I - (German Village) Did you used to play in band? Want an 
excuse to play again? Come join and play orchestral arrangements of filk songs. 
Rehearsals on Saturday; performance on Sunday. Phil Textor.
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ConSuite Full Service Hours
Friday: 6very ‘ish - 11:30
Saturday: 9am - 11:30
Sunday: 9am - 4 ’ish

        Dealers Room
        Friday: 5pm - 8pm
       Saturday:11am - 5pm
        Sunday: 11am - 4pm

Con Registration & Operations Polaris One
Main Programming Room Cedar & Alder Ballroom 
Alternate Programming Rooms German Village, Short North
Additional Open Filk Room Fairfield (after 8 PM)
Additional Theme Filk Room Franklin (after 8 PM)
Dealers Room Buckeye Ballroom
ConSuite Oak Ballroom
Kid Space Arena District
Meeting/Rehearsal Room Polaris Two

W 
h 
e 
r 
e

W 
h 
a 
t 
’s 
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10:30’ish Workshop- Hammond Organ Discussion (Short North) - David 
and Daniel will go into the history of the Hammond Organ, its use 
in modern rock and pop, and the clonewheel industry that has 
resulted after production ceased. They will also go into how to 
play the Hammond as opposed to a pipe organ or piano, and why 
the Hammond keyboard is different. Topics of interest: 
Clonewheel vs tonewheel,; What makes a good clonewheel; Why 
is the Leslie so important; Critical pedals if playing a clonewheel; 
What to tell the sound person if you are playing a Hammond; 
Registrations, percussion, and why it matters. We’ll have a Nord 
Electro, a popular clonewheel, available for hands on experience. 
David Stowell, Daniel Gunderson

Saturday,30-10-2021 
12:00’ish Toast Masters Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Join our Toast Masters as they kick off our 

concert day with an hour plus of great music. Via Bella

12:00’ish Workshop: Alternative Tunings (German Village) - Join us as Dave leads exploration of 
other tunings for the guitar besides the EADGBE standard that everyone knows. Drop-
D, open chord tunings, DADGAD, and some more out-there tunings will be 
demonstrated, along with advice on guitar setup and composing/arrangement in your 
new tunings. Dave Stagner.

1:00’ish Workshop: Melody & Improvisation (Short North) - Do you like to 
improvise? Do you want to improvise? Are you improvisation 
curious? From noodling in the back to taking a solo out front, we’ll 
dive into discussion and examples of instrumental improvisation and 
how to join in! A basic understanding of music theory, simple chord 
structure and basic scales is suggested, but not required. We’ll discuss 
applying ideas, emotion, emphasizing melody and building on the 
music being played. Then we’ll open it up to a jam and put it all to 
the test! James Mahaffey.

1:15’ish Honored Listener Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Come join our honored listeners enjoy a 
concert of their personal favorite songs and artists. Dennis, Sharon, & Kaitlin Palmer.

1:30’ish Workshop- The Harp (German Village) - There’s just something 
almost…magical…about the harp, isn’t there? And it’s really, really difficult to play, 
isn’t it? NOPE. (Although the magic is a matter of perception.) Come get your 
hands on a Celtic harp and learn how easily you cam be off and running, making 
beautiful sounds right from the beginning! Got questions about types of harps, 
what’s with all the levers, how can I tell a good harp from junk, etc? Bring on your 
questions! Jen Midkiff.

         OVFF Schedule Of Events
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OVFF Schedule Of Events
1:30’ish Workshop- Why Maidens Misbehave (Short North) - Why 

Maidens Misbehave- The Importance of Intersectional 
Feminism in Folk Music (18+): Well behaved women rarely 
make history, and groups like the Misbehavin’ Maidens 
continue that tradition by singing music about sex positivity 
and women’s rights to change the narrative involving adult 
folk and filk music. They sing on a variety of topics, with 
education and feminism being key points; right alongside sex, 
violence, and Sci Fi. This panel will be focusing on why they 
do what they do, and why it’s important for women, Queer 
folx, and allies to get up on stage and sing about orgasms, Dr 
Who, and murder. 18+ Recommended. The Misbehavin' Maidens

2:00’ish Interfilk Guest Concert (Cedar & Alder) James Mahaffey

3:00’ish New Voices Guest Concert (Cedar & Alder) Familiar (Aaron & Kaitlyn Myers-Brooks)

3:00’ish Workshop- The Mandolin (German Village) We will briefly discuss the basics. Finger 
positions, open chords. Then, more intermediate things. Bluegrass chords. Great players. Then 
advanced technique, like cross-picking. Even fingerpicking. Putting it all together. And finally, the 
mandolin as an instrument for jamming. Players of other instruments are welcome in the jamming 
portion. Blind Lemming Chiffon.

Saturday,30-10-2021
3:00’ish Workshop: Beginning Voice(Short North) - A workshop for those who've never had 

any vocal training. We'll cover basics like how singers breathe, sustaining and projecting 
notes, and diction. This is a participatory workshop, limited to 12 attendees. Mark 
Bernstein.

3:00’ish Event: CD Release Party (Arena District) - Join David M. Stowell for a reception in 
celebration of his debut release A Raven In Flight. Snacks and refreshments will be 
served. The album is electronic rock with a progressive rock heartbeat and song topics 

range from societal repression of self-expression (“Into The Glass”) to 
phases of life (“Echoes of Time”) and, more specifically, relationships 
and addiction. The opening track/song title "Dawn of Enceladus" gives 
the first clue that this is no basic rock album. Enceladus is the icy, sixth 
moon of Saturn and the meditative instrumental is the soundtrack to a 
journey through both inner and outer space. While most rock music 
deals with earthly matters (which the album does address), Stowell’s 
background in the science fiction/fantasy world and Filk music scene 
makes this release one that is dance-able, expansive, cinematic, and just 
a bit out of this world! David Stowell.

4:00’ish One shots (Cedar & Alder) - Come listen to performers 
with a song to share. Sign up sheet is outside the main concert hall if 

you want to participate. Space is limited and you must sign up at least 30 minutes 
before the one shot session begins.
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4:30’ish Guest of Honor Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Misbehavin' Maidens 

6:00’ish Pegasus Awards Banquet - (Upper Terrace) - Come find out the 
winners of this years Pegasus Awards while enjoying a lovely 
dinner with friends.

8:00’ish Traditional Song Writing Contest (Cedar & Alder) - Our first 
songwriting contest of the weekend is the traditional type: write 
a song on the specified topic (Future So Bright). Entries should be new material of 
limited distribution written between November 2019 and October 2021 AND not 
entered in the 2020 Song Writing contest. Original lyrics and music OR original lyrics to 
existing music. Sign up sheets are available at the table in the hallway outside the main 
filk room. Please bring four copies of your lyrics, including song title and your name, 
for the judges. (The hotel front desk can make copies for you.) OR Email a copy of the 
lyrics to programming@ovff.org with the Subject OVFF 2021 Song Writing Contest 
Entry. Include your Name, the name of the song, the name of the original song if using 
the melody of another song, and your song lyrics. You may also bring a flash drive with 
the same information to us in the Cedar&Alder room at least 1 hour before the contest 
starts

8:00’ish Filk- The Shallow End (German Village) - Want to sing in a filk circle, but feel 
uncomfortable just jumping in? Come dip your toes in the Shallow End. Everyone is 
welcome, and everyone is encouraged (but not required) to sing, recite, play, or tell 
stories as the spirit moves them. There are no limits or restrictions on choice of material. 
This session will not be recorded. Mark Bernstein.

9:30’ish Interfilk Auction (Cedar & Alder) - Interfilk provides us with great guests that we 
would otherwise never get to meet. Come support interfilk and get cool stuff of interest 
to the filk community. You never know what will be on the auction block, and it's 
always a good time . Start time approximate- we will begin the auction after the Song 
Writing Contest finishes.

11:00’ish Song Writing Contest Winners Announcement (Cedar & Alder)- Find out who won the 
Song Writing Contest immediately prior to our second GoH Concert.

11:00’ish Guest of Honor Adult Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Join the Misbehavin' Maidens a 
second time as they sing songs with adult themes (and by that we mean that the lyrics 
talk about sex and have "swear" words.) We won't be checking IDs at the door, so if you 
don't feel comfortable with your children under 18 attending, we ask that you make 
sure you know where they are during the concert. Note that this concert will start right 
after the Interfilk Auction, so we could start as early as 10:30. Don't be late!

12:00’ish Theme Filk- Songs of Progress and Positive Changes(German Village) - After the 
wacky last year or two, let's sing about the good stuff! Any songs of hope, healing, and/
or progress are welcome at this positive-vibes theme circle. Cathy McManamon.

12:00’ish Theme Filk: Gaming Songs (Short North) Come sing a song about board games, video 
games, RPGs and any other games - about the stories they tell and the stories they 
inspire. Eric Distad.

12:00’ish LOUD Filk (Fairfield) - Like your filk a little LOUDER? The LOUD 
FILK welcomes electric instruments, drums, string sections, and 
jamming along. It's a different way to filk! Dave Stagner.

         OVFF Schedule Of Events
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Sunday, 31-10-2021 
10:30 'ish Workshop- How to Jam (Short North) - We'll be covering two major topics here...how to 

participate in a jam, and how to find songs for a jam. Regarding the latter, we'll talk 
about why some songs work, and others don't. And participation...how to participate in 
a jam, from beginner to expert, and all sorts of different instruments. Daniel Gunderson, 
Eric Distad.

11:00’ish Chamber Filk Practice 2 (Arena District) - Come join and play orchestral arrangements 
of filk songs. Phil Textor.

11:30’ish Iron Filker Song Writing Contest (Cedar & Alder) - Our second songwriting contest, 
designed for those fast on the draw. Three verses and a chorus, written during the con 
itself on the specified topic. Original lyrics and music OR original lyrics to existing 
music. Sign-up sheets are available at the table in the hallway outside the main filk 
room. Please bring four copies of your lyrics, including song title and your name, for the 
judges (the hotel’s front desk can make copies for you). Topic will be announced on 
Friday at registration. OR Email a copy of the lyrics to programming@ovff.org with the 
Subject OVFF 2021 Song Writing Contest Entry. Include your Name, the name of the 
song, the name of the original song if using the melody of another song, and your song 
lyrics. You may also bring a flash drive with the same information to us in the 
Cedar&Alder room at least 1 hour before the contest starts.

12:00’ish Workshop- Signing a Song (German Village) - Come see how Judi prepares for signing 
a given song- the steps she takes beforehand to make it go smoothly while signing a live 
performance. This workshop includes learning a filk song to sign, including hand-
drawn sign language lyric sheets! Judi Miller.

12:00’ish Workshop- Setting Words to Music (Short North) - “Poetry is music, and nothing but 
music. Words with musical emphasis.” -- Amiri Baraka. This interactive workshop will 
begin with Rand (songwriter for Ookla the Mok and Via Bella) giving a brief history of 
the evolution of his songwriting. We will discuss how phonetic sounds and cadences of 
lines can -- and should -- suggest rhythms and melodies. While the focus of the 
workshop will be on setting existing lyrics to music, we will explore how wordless 
melodies can suggest specific phonemes, as well. Participants are encouraged to bring 
short lyrics so that groups can put these ideas into practice. If you have lyrics and no 
idea how to turn them into songs, please bring them with 
you. We all have songs to sing, so let’s get busy writing 
them! Rand Bellavia.

12:00’ish Equipment Corral (early, unattended) Polaris 2) - Early 
Equipment Corral- Room will be open for your 
equipment, but unattended. While the risk of damage 
or loss is minimal, the hotel and OVFF cannot be 
responsible for any equipment left here.

12:30’ish Chamber Filk (Cedar & Alder) - Come join Phil Textor to play orchestral arrangements 
of filk songs. Rehearsals were on Friday and Saturday. Here’s the performance! Phil 
Textor.

1:00’ish One Shots (Cedar & Alder) - Come listen to performers with a song to share. Sign up 
sheet is outside the main concert hall if you want to participate. Space is limited and 
you must sign up at least 30 minutes before the one shot session begins.

1:30’ish Half Hour Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Peter Alway.



2:00’ish Half Hour Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Summer Russell
2:30’ish Half Hour Concert (Cedar & Alder) - Cheshire Moon
3:00’ish Iron Filker Winners Announcement (Cedar & Alder) - Find out who won the Iron Filker 

Contest immediately prior to the closing jam.
3:00’ish Closing Jam (Cedar & Alder) - Join us for this bittersweet moment when we come 

together to play and sing along – mostly to rock, folk, and oldies filk. Anything that 
almost everyone knows is acceptable. Daniel Gunderson.

3:00’ish Closing Jelly (German Village) - For those who find the Farewell Jam a bit too amplified. 
Come say farewell here instead.

5:00-7:30 Equipment Corral (Polaris 2) - Room will be safely locked with 
your equipment inside while we all break for dinner. Room 
locks at 5 PM, so get your equipment here before then, or make 
sure it's safe somewhere else. Open when people get back from 
dinner.

5:00-7:30’ish Dinner Break You can sign up to go to bd’s Mongolian Grill, or 
choose a different one if you like.

7:30’ish Dead Dog Filk (Cedar & Alder) - Not ready to go home yet? Join us for one more night of 
open filk, or chat with your friends in other open areas. The fun starts when people get 
back from dinner.

7:30’ish Dead Hound Dog Filk (ConSuite) - The Dead Dog just got too darn big, so we are going 
to try splitting it in half up front this year. Choose the dog you like, or float between.

7:30’ish Dead Horse Filk (TBA) - If there are enough people who want a third venue, and we 
have the space, we can beat this horse unto the wee hours of the morn. This will be subject to demand 
and room availability. That is, if there are enough people, and we have the space, we'll do it. We'll let 
you know at the con after dinner Sunday.

OVFF Schedule of Events
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Past Songwriting 
Contest Winners 
2020 Songwriting Contest

“My Corona”

1st Place: Raise your Voice in 
Chorus by Douglas Davidson

2nd Place: Spikey Ball of 
Death by Paul Kwinn

3rd Place: Don’t Forget to Wash 
Your Hands by Dana Katz-

Buchshtav
Audience Choice: Spikey Ball of 

Death by Paul Kwinn
2019 Songwriting Contest

“Music is the Universal 
Language”

1st Place: CISUM by Claudia 
Mellenthin

2nd Place: “Long Before” 
by Cat Greenberg

3rd Place: Music is the Universal 
Language”by John McDaid

Audience Choice:”El Muro (the 
Wall) by Rhiannon's Lark

 2018 Songwriting Contest: 
“Psychedelic”

1st Place: “The Storm Sublime” 
by Dave Stagner

2nd Place: “Cat Without a Grin” 
by Brett Glass

3rd Place: “Deep Dream” 
by Gabrielle Gold

Audience Choice: “The Best 
Part of Science” by Tim Griffin

2018: ”Mad Catter”
(Iron Filker Contest) 

1st Place: “Uraba Lugens”
by Elizabeth Greenberg

2nd Place: “Mad” by Andrew 
Ross

3rd Place: “Cat in the Hat” 
by Brett Glass

Audience Choice:“Mad” 
by Andrew Ross

2017--Something Wicked This 
Way Comes

1st Place: Something Wicked This 
Way Comes by John McDaid
2nd Place: Wicked Sings by 

Leslie Hudson
3rd Place TIE: A Wicked 

Something by Paul Kwinn 
and What Rough Beast by Cat 

Faber
Audience Choice: Wicked Sings 

by Leslie Hudson

2017—Welcome to my 
Nightmare

(Iron Filker Contest)
1st Place: Time (Welcome to My 

Nightmare)
by John McDaid

2nd Place: Caveat Emptor
by Naomi Rivkis

OVFF   Songwriting Contests
We held the first songwriting contest in 1986 at the second OVFF. Eventually, so many people 
entered the contest, that in 1995 we added a second contest.
This year we are again holding two contests. The first contest, to be held Saturday evening at 
8:00 pm in the main programming room, is the traditional type: write a song on a specific topic 
announced in advance. Entries should be new material of limited distribution written between 
November 2019 and October 2021. They can be original lyrics and music OR new lyrics to 
existing music. This year’s topic is: 
Future So Bright

The second contest is an “Iron Filker” contest, to be held Sunday afternoon at Noon in the 
main programming room, requires that the song be written AT THE CON on a topic not 
announced until the opening of the con. We ask for three verses and a chorus. This year’s 
surprise topic is: To Be Announced

Contest Rules: The songs are to be performed in front of a live audience for a panel of three 
judges. Songs are judged on the quality of the writing - not on the strength of the performance. If 
the songwriter is not a performer, the entry may be performed by a friend. Please note that the 
songwriter must be in attendance at the convention in order to enter. Please bring four (4) copies 
of your song for the judges. A copier should be available in the hotel’s business center.
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OVFF   Songwriting Contests
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3rd Place: Steps by Kerri-Ellen  
Kelly

Audience Choice: Caveat 
Emptor by Naomi Rivkis

2016—Dr……I Presume
1st Place: “Presumption of 

Doubt”
by Randy Hoffman

2nd Place: “Clan Macrimmon”
by Gary Hanak

3rd Place: “Muses” by Cat 
Greenberg

Audience Choice:
“Presumption of Doubt”

by Randy Hoffman

2016--George of the Jungle
(Iron Filker Contest) 

1st: “George” by Andrew Ross
Audience Choice: “George”

by Andrew Ross

2015--Time after Time
1st Place: “It’s Only Love”

by Beth Kinderman
2nd Place:

“I Built a Time Machine”
by Eric Distad

3rd Place: “Time After Time”
by Gary Hanak

Audience Choice:
“I Built a Time Machine”

by Eric Distad

2015--It’s About Time
(Iron Filker Contest)

1st Place: World Wide Wait
byBrett Glass

2nd Place: It’s About Time  
by Beth Kinderman

3rd Place: It’s About Time  
by Cathy McManamon
Audience Choice: Oops  

by Dave Stagner

2014--A Sticky Situation
1st Place: “A Song of Stick Pins”

by Eric Distad
2nd Place: “Sticky Situation”

by Gary Hanak (tie)
2nd Place: “Stuck on You”

by Bill & Gretchen Roper (tie)
Audience Choice:“Sticky 

Science Situations”
 by Sandra & Bari Greenburg / 

Sandra Greenburg & Gary 
Hanak

2014--I’m Sorry
(Iron Filker Contest)
1st Place: I’m Sorry 

by Sandra Greenburg
2nd Place: Rasputin’s Lament 

by Crystal Wolfe & Chris 
Canary

3rd Place: Sam’s Yer Uncle
 by Andrew Ross
Audience Choice:

 I’m Sorry by 
Cat Greenburg

2013--Once Upon a Time
1st Place “Climbing the 

Mountain”
by Cat Faber

2nd Place Snow White, Red Road
 by Lizzie Crowe/Eric 

Coleman
3rd Place Slightly Evil Waltz

by Peter Alway 
Audience Choice: Climbing the 

Mountain by  Cat Faber

2013--Fractured Fairytales
(Iron Filker Contest)

1st Place:  The Brothers 
Cheeryble

by Andrew Ross 
2nd Place: Bloodstains & 
Ballgowns by Charming 

McGilllicutty
3rd Place: The Death of the 

Perpetrator 
by W. Randy Hoffman

Audience Choice: 

The Brothers Cheeryble 
by Andrew Ross

2012--Come Fly With Me
1st Place: “Come Flying With 

Me” 
by Cat Faber

2nd Place: “Fly With Me”
by Gabrielle Gold

3rd Place: “Oz”  by Bill Roper
Audience Choice: 

“We Dared to Dream” 
by Gary Hanak

2012--Gravity Sucks
(Iron Filker Contest) 

1st Place: Turn Off the Gravity
by Glen Raphael

2nd Place: The Real Culprit
by Jen Midkiff

3rd Place: 
The Burden of the Serious Artist 

by Randy Hoffman 
Audience Choice:The Real 

Culprit 
by Jen Midkiff

2011—Ringmaster
1st Place: “Valent Shell”

by Tim Griffin
2nd Place: “Title Fight”

by Mel Tatum & Dene Foye
3rd Place: “Carnivale of the 
Damned”by Crystal Wolf

Audience Choice: 
“Carnivale of the Damned”

by Crystal Wolf 
2011--I Survived Doomsday

(Iron Filker Contest)
1st Place:

“Poor Paddy’s Surviving 
Doomsday”

by Andrew Ross
Audience Choice:

“Changing My God to Vader”
by Scott Leonard
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The Misbehavin' Maidens are a bawdy, nerd-folk comedy band comprised of four women 
from the Washington, D.C./Baltimore area with a love of feminist, sex-positive music, LGBTQIA+ 
representation, parodies, drinking & fandom references for the 18+ geek crowd.

The group can be found at local theme bars and fandom conventions all across the country, 
entertaining those who are young at heart, but who have their minds in the gutter. The group has 
performed at multiple sci-fi and fantasy fandom conventions, including Dragon Con (2015, 2018, 
2019, and Virtual Dragon Con 2020), RuffleCon, Misti-Con, RavenCon, and MarsCon (VA). They 
also opened for the Doubleclicks on their Washington, D.C. and Baltimore tour stops for "The 
Book Was Better" tour. Between these gigs, the band performs at several D.C./Baltimore area 
nerdy variety shows and theme bars.

The band, which has been performing together since 2013, consists of four members: Flint 
Locke, "Lucky" Annie LeBlanc, Rouge O’Malley, and Saber Tompson. The group was Saber's 
brainchild while she was working at Piratz Tavern in Silver Spring: she saw a need for a feminist 

Meet Our Guests of Honor 
Misbehavin’ Maidens
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musical group to perform filthy comedy songs at the bar. As such, the group started as a pirate 
band, but now performs a wide array of “funny, filthy, feminist, fandom folk” music.

The Misbehavin' Maidens have raised a combined total of over $38,000 on Kickstarter to 
fund production of their three albums: "Busted," released in 2015; “Sloppy Seconds," released in 
2017; and “Swearing is Caring,” released July of 2019.

The Maidens can be found on the Internet:

Website: https://misbehavinmaidens.com

Print-on-demand merch: https://misbehavinmaidens.com/redbubble 

Bandcamp: https://misbehavinmaidens.bandcamp.com

Twitter: @misbehavinmaids / https://twitter.com/misbehavinmaids

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/misbehavinmaidens

Instagram: https://instagram.com/misbehavinmaidens 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/misbehavinmaidens

Twitch: https://twitch.tv/misbehavinmaidens

The band's music can be found on Bandcamp, Spotify, Apple Music/iTunes, Amazon, 
YouTube Music, TikTok, Pandora, and many other online streaming music services. 
They also have a Discord server, where fans can chat with each other and the band.

Love from Misbehavin' Maidens fans:

"Sex positivity you can sing to!" -Good Vibrations

“Their music is like if Weird Al was 4 sex-positive women who swear a lot.” - The 
Doubleclicks

"The Misbehavin' Maidens were a welcome regular in the DC Weirdo Show from 
2013-2015. The monthly Weirdo Show did not feature a revolving cast, but rather each 
month brought all new acts, with few exceptions: the Maidens being one of those. The 
Maidens were repeatedly requested by audience members to return and always 
brought large groups of fans whenever they performed. Always professional and 
always entertaining, the Maidens brought a delightful naughtiness embellished by 
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angelic faces. The Maidens are absolutely on my list of performers to call for future 
shows.” Kellan Hancock

"I love these ladies! I knew them before they were famous, and even had the pleasure 
of playing with them during their first gig. I count myself fortunate to have known 
and worked with each and every one of the Misbehavin Maidens -- they are smart, 
clever, creative, talented and bring much needed fun and abandon to the stage. They 
hold NOTHING back, and their fans know and appreciate their talent and humor. 
They fill a much needed musical niche in our entertainment world, and I'm so glad 
they're here. Thanks, guys! I look forward to visiting (and hopefully playing) with 
them in the future!" Edie MacKay 

"When my favorite bar closed, I didn't think I'd find that atmosphere anywhere else. 
That's why my heart filled with joy when I saw the charming and talented 
Misbehavin' Maidens performing live on stage again. They were new to the crowd, 
but, like magic, they had them cheering, laughing, and singing along immediately. 
These lewd lyrical lasses won't let you down!" -Chris Russo

"The Maidens started as (and are still) a group of nerdy ladies making beautiful, 
hilariously NSFW music. In the past couple of years, their harmonies have gotten 
tighter and their lyrics have gotten funnier and geekier. Check them out if you're 
interested in laughing your ass off to fandom-spanning dirty jokes, singing about 
masturbation and body autonomy (just for starters), and basking in their world-
saving, sex-positive, queer, feminist feels." -Marnie May

"The Misbehavin' Maidens' music is catchy and fun enough to be welcome to get stuck 
in my head all day, as it sometimes does. Skilled singing, clever lyrics, and rich 
harmonies make their music a joy to listen to." -Sara B.
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Meet Our Toastmaster 
Via Bella

“Filky Feminist Nerd Rock” - if that idea 
sounds intriguing, we have a treat in store for 
you!
Via Bella are the filk/nerd rock musical duo of 
Erin and Rand Bellavia from New York state.  
He has an immense depth of musical and pop 
cultural knowledge and knows his way around 
a guitar and a catchy melody; she has a 
wonderful voice, amazing costuming skills, and 
a talent for writing incisive lyrics.  Together this 
multi-Pegasus nominated 
duo creates and performs 
smart catchy pop/rock 
songs, full of feminist 
anthems and pop culture 
commentary.

I met Rand at the 
very first Filk circle that I 
ever attended. I had been 
brought by a friend and I 
was nervous to play my 
songs about NASA and 
Lord of the Rings.  Rand 
was not only kind and 
welcoming, but he was 
also engaged. He got the 
references; he dug into the music; and he even 
picked up on nuances I thought no one would 
get. He helped make that first circle an 
experience I will never forget.

But more, Rand and Erin made us feel 
like our nerdy music belonged, and that we 
belonged. That our goofy folk pop songs about 
Han Solo were not only acceptable but welcome 
and encouraged. That we could be who we are 
and play the music that was in our hearts. They 
helped define what Filk was for us.

Over the years, our friendship has 
grown as we discovered how we were alike – 
the movies and pop culture we love, the wide 
range of music that we absorb – and also how 
we are different, as Jen and I discovered trying 

to cover one of Via Bella’s songs for an online 
concert. No one does it quite like Via Bella.
We were proud to have them as guest artists on 
our CD - Our Kind of Strange - and they helped 
make our song Fandoms Assemble so much 
greater than we had hoped. 

Their first album, The Way of Beauty, 
overflows with fantastic tracks chock full of 
insight and fandom references, like “Fight Like 
A Girl” that celebrates female heroes and 

characters, the rocking 
“Do As Peggy Says” about 
approaching l i fe l ike 
Agent Carter, or “Fighting 
t h e B l a c k T h i n g ” ( a 
reference to A Wrinkle in 
Time) that stresses the 
importance of making art.  
It also includes their 
multi-Pegasus nominated 
song “Cliffs of Insanity” 
and so much more!  
Also be sure not to miss 
Rand’s new CD, The Tips 
of My Fingers.  It’s 40 fun 
short songs in 40 minutes! 

It’s a great audio “chocolate box” of fun 
musical surprises sure to please a range of 
tastes.

We always love watching Via Bella live 
(or on one of their frequent live streams). 
Whether it’s their fresh take on covers and 
parodies or their entertaining and heartfelt 
performances of their original songs, whenever 
Rand and Erin make music together, it truly is a 
beautiful thing.

Prepare to be delighted by Via Bella. 
*Rand is also part of the fantastic Nerd 

Rock band Ookla The Mok.  If you haven’t 
experienced Ookla, add it to your list right after 
Via Bella! :)

by Eric & Jen Distad- The Faithful Sidekicks
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Meet Our Interfilk Guest 
James Mahaffey

James Mahaffey: It’s All About That Bass…

By Brenda Sinclair Sutton

Yes, he lives 
in Texas...now, but 
your Interfilk Guest 
o f Honor James 
Mahaffey was born 
in Brook, Indiana, 
and raised right up 
the road from me in 
R e n s s e l a e r a n d 
Goodland.  He’s a 
f e l l o w H o o s i e r ! 
(Knew there was 
something I loved 
about this man…) 
Music has been an 
integral part of his 
life since he was a 
teen . James has 
been picking up 
instrument after 
instrument over the 
course of his whole 
life; piano, guitar, 
trombone, and tuba, 
finally setting his hat on bass guitar.  He’s the 
musician that cover bands, choirs, and 
directors turned to because they trust him to 
create the foundation that others can build 
upon.  Solo work? He shines.  Ensemble? 
James blends a perfect balance of sound. He’s 

one of those rare finds...a pro.  People want 
him. People pay him.

James has been integrally 
involved with Fencon (one 
of the most wonderful 
cons on the planet) since 
2004.  That involvement 
naturally led him to the 
filkroom and the concert 
stage.  You have to know 
that, of all the cons that 
aren’t specifically filk cons, 
Fencon is one of the most 
filk-friendly...ever.  They 
always bring in a filk 
guest, they treat them well, 
and they put them center 
stage.  A plethora of 
t a l en t ed loca l Da l las 
musicians raise a high 
barre for quality, and 
James is right up there.  At 
Fencon X, Heather Dale 
and SJ Tucker tag-teamed 
as guests and both of these 
m a s t e r s o n g w r i t e r s 

encouraged him to step up his songwriting 
game. He’s been a regular participant in the 
Soulwriter’s songwriting workshop, a rigorous 
challenge that requires a song a month one 
year, a song a week the next. The upshot is that 
James has grown a repertoire of original music 
that’s well worth the listen.
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In real life, James is an architectural 
services consultant while playing in a Dallas 
cover band, SnakeFarm (look ‘em up at 
snakefarmband.com). James is an aficionado 
of the finer things in life: good food, good 
beer, good whiskey, fine friends, and lovely 
wife, Fran. They met in a typically fannish 
manner, online in a chat room called 
PaddyNet back in the 90s. Theirs is a great 
love, and they complement each other 
perfectly. Together they travel great distances 
to touch bases with the people and places 
and events they love. I’ve played with James 
in Canada, and Texas, in Georgia and Illinois. 
He’s stepped in as a member of Seanan 
McGuire’s cover band, Dead Sexy, he’s 
backed up Leslie Hudson, and Mary Crowell 
(and me), and he’s run exemplary sound for 
the 9-piece Play It With Moxie; no small feat, 
that!

You now have a wonderful opportunity to 
hear James take the spotlight as the Interfilk 
Guest at OVFF. He plays and owns a wide 
variety of musical styles: rock, jazz, blues, 
folk, filk...just good – he likes good music – 
and it shows.  And you’ll hear the influences 
of all the oh, so many great musicians that 
color and shape his many songs. His music is 
very fine, and the James Mahaffey touch 
makes other people’s music so much better.

And...and...AND – he’s a delightful and 
lovely person with a dry sense of humor 
often given away by a wicked twinkle in the 
man’s eyes.  It’s a shame that James’ 
guestship comes in the season of the 
pandemic, because I was looking forward to 

hugging him and playing with him.  Online 
just won’t be the same, so I’m grateful that 
the guests are being held over until we can all 
come together to make music again.  I’m 
eagerly counting the days until I get another 
Mahaffey moment.
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Meet Our Honored Listeners 
Dennis, Sharon, and Kaitlin Palmer

As any filker can tell you, the music is 
only part of the process; we also need an 
audience.  With that in mind we would like to 
welcome our Honored 
Listeners:Sharon, Dennis, 
and Kaitlin Palmer.

Where to begin?  Let’s 
s t a r t a t t h e v e r y 
beginning, a very good 
place to start. 

Sharon and Dennis met 
fairly early in life after 
Sharon’s family moved to 
Racine Wisconsin.  Once 
they met, they began 
dating, fell in love and, 
shortly after, got married 
in 1973. They have been 
happy together ever 
s i n c e . ( S o h a p p y 
together…! C’mon sing 
along!)

Dennis and Sharon found OVFF in a fairly 
round-about way. Having moved to Columbus 
in 1982, they didn’t find out about OVFF for a 
few years.  First, Sharon heard about something 
called “World Con” held out on the East Coast, 
and she convinced Dennis to come along, where 
they found a flyer for Marcon back in 
Columbus.  (Sort of like “Where in the world is 
Carmen Sandiego”, but musical!)  Attending 
Marcon, they found the filk room, and thus got 
involved with OVFF.  (Well we’ve all been there, 
haven’t we.)  Kaitlin attended her first OVFF 
when she was less than a year old and has been 
involved with fandom ever since.

The three of them have always been willing to 
step up whenever help is needed. Dennis 
volunteered to help “gopher” at his very first 
Marcon, and Kaitlin has been very involved at 
Marcon since she was 9 or 10 at registration, 
logistics, or the art show at various times. This 
involvement at Marcon brought them to OVFF 
to help there as well. Sharon has served on Con 

Com and helped with food prep, along with 
various other roles, while Dennis and Kaitlin 
have helped with stage set up and other OVFF 

preparation needs in 
recent years. They are 
some of the behind the 
scenes folks that help 
make our Con what it is 
today, and we are deeply 
appreciative of their help 
and dedication to OVFF 
through the years.

W h e n t h e y a r e n o t 
otherwise helping us get 
set up at OVFF, they get 
t o e n j o y t h e C o n 
themselves.  By happy 
coincidence, one of their 
favorite performers also 
happens to be our Toast 
Master this year, the 
inestimable Tom Smith.  

While each of them enjoys most aspects of the 
Con, Sharon particularly likes sitting at the 
crafts table knitting (though she claims Kaitlin is 
actually better at it than she is), and enjoys 
hanging out in the smaller filk rooms.  She finds 
it interesting to see how filk has changed since 
she started listening.  She also enjoys talking 
with people that she only gets to see at the con 
and old friends alike.  She claims to be terrible 
with names, but recognizes lots of folks who 
make an appearance year after year, and always 
enjoys it when people recognize her and stop to 
chat.  Dennis likes to go to the dealers room to 
find out what’s new, and hang out in the con 
suite when he’s not listening to concerts or 
joining Sharon in a filk room.  Kaitlin can also be 
found in the concert room, or checking out 
various areas of the Con.We at OVFF are 
fortunate and happy to have Kaitlin, Sharon, 
and Dennis continue to join us year after year, 
and we greatly appreciate their help.  It is our 
privilege to present them to you as this year’s 
Honored Listeners.
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Meet Our New Voices Guest 
Familiar

In 2011, Kaitlyn (she/they), a soprano who 
loved epic fantasy and role playing games 
found Aaron (he/they), a composer who loved 
Star Trek and video games. As the pair got to 
know each other, the composer's fascination 
with the intricacies of prog 
rock and metal wove its 
way into the soprano's 
passion for Irish music and 
filk. Tentative explorations 
of familial music-making 
gradually blossomed into a 
full fledged performing and 
recording project. The 
resultant duo in music (and 
eventually marriage!) has 
been playing together for 
t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s a s 
Familiar, writing songs that 
range in topic from the 
varied deities of Ancient 
Egyptian mythology, to 
v i d e o g a m e s , f a n t a s y 
novels, cats, and Star Trek. 

We have been grateful for 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
previously perform at Pittsburgh’s Confluence 
science fiction convention, both in-person and 
virtually, as well as Pittsburgh’s Parsec sci-fi/
fantasy picnic, and Chessiecon in Baltimore, 
MD. We even snuck in a little of our music at 
our wedding ceremony! We have released one 
self-titled full length album and two shorter 
collections of songs through https://
familiarmusic.bandcamp.com/.Our recordings 
range in genre from folk to progressive rock 
and power metal. Our most recent release 
“Song of the Names” is a concept EP, which 
features five songs exploring the myths and 
forms of five unique Egyptian gods, some well 

known and others less frequently recognized in 
songs and stories.

Outside of Familiar, Aaron Myers-Brooks is 
active as an educator, 
composer, and performer. 
He teaches electronic 
music, music theory, and 
piano at the University of 
P i t t s b u r g h , w h i l e 
composing contemporary 
c h a m b e r m u s i c a n d 
playing guitar in metal 
bands AutoReplicant and 
Monochromatic Residua. 
He has at times played 
fight ing v ideo games 
quasi-competitively, and 
occasionally likes to draw 
abstract doodles. Kaitlyn 
Myers-Brooks is a licensed 
professional counselor 
who specializes in serving 
L G B T Q + a n d 
n e u r o d i v e r g e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n s . S h e i s 

presently a student of 
Pittsburgh area voice teacher Leigh Usilton, 
where they practice songs ranging from 
musical theater to Pat Benatar.

Kaitlyn particpates in February Album Writing 
Month and NaNoWriMo every year, and they 
have also been known to write fanfiction and 
craft creatures and deities out of Sculpey. We 
often audition our songs for our two cherished 
cats Sammi and Jack Jack. (Jack Jack even likes 
to sing along!) We are overjoyed to share our 
music with you, and hope you will hear our 
various interests and passions reflected in our 
songs!

OVFF 37                     page 24



About Our Panelists
Peter Alway was born in a town whose name 
is so silly that the chamber of commerce 
commissioned a song arguing that the city 
actually existed. He learned to make music by 
sneaking into his older brother’s room to play 
the mountain dulcimer when nobody was 
home. Eventually he discovered a community 
of musicians who appreciated his weird, silly, 
sometimes just wrong, and occasionally pretty 
songs, and became a 
filker. When Peter 
isn’t making sounds 
with frequencies at 
s e l e c t e d i n t e g r a l 
powers of the twelfth 
root of two apart, he teaches astronomy and 
draws little pictures of rockets for modelers.

Mark Bernstein has been active in filk since 
1975. He’s a writer of songs, poems, stories, 
and awful puns, a singer and storyteller, a 
listener, and a fervent believer in the filk 
community as a place where everyone who 
wants to be heard, can be. 

Cheshire Moon is a fanciful melding of 
trickster bird Lizzie Crowe and head of 
shenanigans Eric Coleman. They are part of the 
growing music genre known as MythPunk, 
bringing old gods and folk tales into. Modern 
day, and bringing faerie tale princesses into the 
light of dark magic. They weave journeys of 
song and story, bringing their listeners along 
for the ride. Care to come along?

T.J. Burnside Clapp has been filking for over 
40 years, and has won multiple Pegasus 
awards both on her own and with her former 
group Technical Difficulties. She is married to 
fellow filker Mitchell Burnside Clapp, whom 
she met at OVFF 1987. Together T. J. And 
Mitchell have appeared as guests at many filk 

conventions, including being Toast Masters at 
OVFF 2010. During the 1990s they bred their 
own backup singers, Jessie, Tory, and Miles, 
who occasionally perform with their parents. 
They would prefer not to be referred to as the 
Von Clapp Family Singers

Blind Lemming Chiffon born in a bottle of 
Log Cabin Syrup, not long after the death of 
Einstein, claims to be reincarnated from Mr. 
Magoo. He’s been playing mandolin since the 
mid-1970s, and owns a Gibson A4, a Peter Cox 
mandola, a resonator mandolin, a pocket 
mandolin, an octave mandolin, and a round 
back that’s currently on loan to a luthier for 
repairs. His first seven CDs will be available 
sometime in 2022. The two latest, Round Trip on 
a One Way Street, and An Armadillo Spackling the 
Moon, have only been heard by himself and the 
recording engineer.

Eric Distad is a singer/songwriter who has 
been trying to shape words and music into art 
for over 25 years. He is a founding member of 
FAWM (February Album Writing Month) 
which challenges you to write 14 songs in. 28 
days. He is also the 
admin of the 50 songs in 
90 days Challenge. With 
well over 300 songs and 
growing in his catalog 
(including at least 10 
g o o d o n e s ) , h e i s 
passionate about the art of songwriting. He has 
released two solo CDs (and.may someday have 
a third if he ever finds the time).

Jen Distad Jen is a lifelong fan of fantasy and 
sci-fi. She is also a singer/instrumentalist who 
has been making music in bands and theatre 
for nearly 20 years. With a background in 
theatre and improv comedy, the adds wit (and 
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maybe a bit of snark) to the songs and creative 
works she writes and performs with her 
husband Eric as the Faithful Sidekicks. She is 
also passionate about classic film and board 
games and would love to recommend a game 
to you!

Gabrielle Gold has been singing, writing filk, 
and attending fan conventions for over fifteen 
years. She discovered filking at an early 2000s 
Marcon in Columbus, Ohio, and has never 
looked back. Currently, she serves as a staff 
member for OVFF programming, and she 
recommends the New Voices and Sunday 
afternoon concerts in particular (you can 
probably guess why). She is a sucker for the 
OVFF songwriting contest and has managed to 
place twice, in 2012 and 2018. But the 
highlights of any convention for her are filk 
circles and hangout time with usually-distant 
friends.

Daniel Gunderson has played in many bands 
and many styles over the years, and always 
enjoys a chance to back someone up on stage 
or in a circle. He's happiest with other 
musicians, in a circle, in a jam, or on stage. He 
is comfortable in a variety of styles, and if it 
has keys, strings, or if he can hit it, he can play 
it. Recently he started working on a solo album 
of his own, which is expected...sometime.

Sunnie Larson has been a performer since the 
age of 3, when she discovered that her charm 
and talents could move audiences. Since then, 

she's developed the skill to lift hearts by 
adeptly weaving deep emotional notes into the 
fabric of her musicianship. She belongs to 
several bands, including Vixy 
and Tony, the "four-person 
duo"; Bone Poets Orchestra, a 
psychedelic folk rock band; 
and string improv sensation 
Ménage à Trio, with Betsy 
Tinney and Alexander James 
Adams. Her debut solo 
album, "The Space Between 
Notes", released July 2019.

Cathy McManamon hails from Chicago where 
she plays in the bands Random Fractions and 
Toyboat. She also plays solo, or with a variety 
of other musicians, or as a studio arranger/
musician for Canticles Productions.  She enjoys 
the ever-changing challenges of being a 
working musician wherever the journey takes 
her.

Judy Miller has been signing filk songs for us 
at OVFF for many years. She is a two-time 
winner of the Pegasus Award, and an inductee 
into the Filk Hall of Fame. Judi brings energy 
and enthusiasm to every performance she 
signs, and makes our experience visually as 
well as auditorily entertaining!

J e n M i d k i f f i s a 
l i c e n s e d m u s i c 
educator (BA, MM) 
who has been playing 
the harp for (lemme 
c o u n t … g a s p ! 2 8 
years!). She began as a 
college student and 
f e l l i n l o v e w i t h 
playing the harp. She 
h a s b e e n p l a y i n g 
professionally for weddings, funerals, parties, 
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About Our Panelists
and other special occasions since 1998. She is 
currently working on adding CMP to her 
alphabet soup (Certified Music Practitioner), 
hoping to use her harp to help people in 
hospital and hospice settings. She’s also a huge 
nerd and has been active in fandom and filk 
since 2003.

Robin June Nakkula is a Columbus filker and 
science fiction fan and scientist, who came to 
Ohio from Michigan a long time ago in a 

reality far, far away, with 
her Spousal Unit, Alan 
Dormire . They have 
attended OVFF since 
OVFF 2, so eventually 
Robin decided to return 
the favor and join the 
concom. After working 
long for Thee (sic) Ohio 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y i n 

numerous laboratories, she now works on 
cancer cures at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital.  Robin is notorious for her huge 
collection of songs that she calls The Rolling 
File Cabinet of Filk, which is slooowwly 
getting digitized.

Summer Russell is the bard of the party. She 
writes and sings, picks at strings, dabbles in 
charms, and conjures dreams. She will take 
exactly one level in any shiny new interest she 
encounters. She believes in sound as a force of 
nature, music as a force of life. She plays 
because she has a lot of feelings, and she filks 
because so many of them are about stories

Kat Sharp is an Interdisciplinary artist with 
significant focuses as a classically trained 
vocalist, a filmmaker & mandala artist. She has 
a Bachelor of Arts from Capital University in 
Electronic Media, and Film and has been 
working in Video production since 2003. As a 

musician, Kat has fulfilled a childhood dream 
performing at Carnegie Hall in February, 2019. 
Her first original mandala oil painting 
procured her a spot in an Artist Residency 
group in Fairfield County, Ohio and had studio 
space in Downtown Lancaster, Ohio’s historic 
museum district before COVID struck.

Dave Stagner is a guitarist, songwriter and 
producer living in Minneapolis. His song 
Sublime was the 2018 OVFF songwriting 
contest winner, and This is How Elvis Died was 
nominated for a Logan Award for Best Original 
Comedy Song. He has produced numerous filk 
and filk-adjacent albums, most recently Beth 
Kinderman’s Hero’s Journey, and Astrisoni’s 
Sounding with the Stars. He has been a member 
of numerous filk bands, including Beth 
Kinderman and the Player Characters, 
Gernsback Continuum, and the Feng Shui 
Ninjas. Oh, and he came up with the idea for 
the LOUD FILK!

David Stowell is a Chicago-based producer, 
multi-instrumentalist, and composer. He is 
releasing his first solo album, A Raven in Flight, 
on October 29 and is celebrating the release 
with a reception at this year’s  OVFF.

Bill and Brenda Sutton The Suttons have been 
a fixture in the filk community since…well, for 
a while now. They have recorded several 
albums and are actively involved with the 
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Interfilk Auction at OVFF every year. In 
addition, they are members of the Filk Hall of 
Fame and have won numerous Pegasus 
Awards—singly, together, and as members of 
other bands like Three Weird Sisters.

Phil Textor is a songwriter and performer who 
plays trumpet, tin whistle, Indian flute, and 
ocarina. Phil is now teaching himself arranging 
. He is in both a community and a jazz band in 
Dayton, Ohio His current pro jec t i s 
Chamberfilk.

Gerry and Sandy Tyra were .first introduced to 
Filk while in college when we met Michael 
Longcor. Our first SF convention was 
MidAmeriCon. Gerry wanted to do some 
experiments in acoustics. We considered how 

to get field experience 
a n d E m p i r e C o n 
( W e s t e r C o n 5 2 ) 
became our first gig. 
Since hten we have 
worked a few cons 
here and there. We 
were Interfilk guests at 
FilkOntario in 2009. 

The Microphone Petting Zoo is part of the 
ongoing science experiments in sound support 
and acoustics. To pay the bills, Gerry is a 
Software Engineer (aka code monkey).

Deborah VanHeyningen is best known for 
filking in Zoom circles, 
with her pet parrot (and 
occasional backup singer) 
Basil on her shoulder. 
She’s been a geek her 
entire life, and a filk fan 
since 1988, when she 

walked into a room at ConFusion, to hear Tom 
Smith singing Temperature of Revenge. She 
generally performs a cappella, and enjoys both 
singing filk classics and learning new songs. 
Once in a blue moon, she’ll even write 
something herself. When not pursuing her 
various hobbies, she works in a medical 
research lab at the University of Michigan 
studying respiratory virus immunology.

About Our Panelists
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The Pegasus Awards were founded to 
recognize and honor excellence in filking.

A n y m e m b e r o f t h e w o r l d w i d e fi l k 
community is eligible to win. Past Nominees 
have hailed from the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Germany, Australia, and Singapore as 
well as the United States.

The Pegasus is an ongoing project throughout 
the year - there's almost ALWAYS 
*something* you can vote on! 
Between now and April, fill out a 
Brainstorming Poll of filkers and 
songs that you think are cool, nifty, 
or just plain good. You can fill out 
one, or a thousand polls.

From May to July, you can submit 
one Nominating Ballot to help 
determine the five Nominees in each 
category who will be on the Final 
Ballot.

And from September to OVFF, anyone with an 
interest in the filk community can submit a 
Final Ballot to help select one of this year’s six 

Pegasus Award winners! MP3 samples, lyrics, 
and short bios of all nominees can be found 
online on the Pegasus Awards site: 

     http://www.ovff.org/pegasus/

Remember, you do not need to be a paid 
member of OVFF to vote.

The announcement will be made on Sunday 
this year.

Do you know someone who 
you feel deserves accolade? 
Fill out the Brainstorming Poll! 
Curious about whether or not 
a s o n g i s e l i g i b l e f o r 
Nomination? Looking for 
lyrics of past Winners or 
Nominees? Check out the 
Pegasus site.The Pegasus 
Awards only has the meaning 
that you (the filk community) 
choose to g ive i t . Your 

participation in the Awards is needed, and 
deeply appreciated.

The Pegasus Awards

Past Pegasus Award Winners
2020

Best Filk Song:
TIE

Child of the Library 
by Piers & Gill Cawley

Mordred's Lullaby 
by Heather Dale

Best Classic Filk Song:
Somebody Will 

by Ada Palmer
Best Performer:

Margaret & Kristoph
Best Writer/Composer:

Andrew Ross
Best Media Song:

Goodnight, Sarah Jane 
by Talis Kimberley

Best Space Song :
Following in Valentina's 

Footsteps by Valerie Housden
2019

Best Filk Song: 
Lucy on the Line 
by Time Griffin

Best Classic Filk Song
Ship of Stone

By Don Simpson
Best Performer:

Playing Rapunzel
Best Writer/Composer:

Eva Van Daele-Hunt
Best Singalong Song:

Gone Filkin’
By Tom Jeffers

Best Family Song:
Golden Rule

by Sabine Kinder
2018

Best Filk Song:
Pageant Legend by Katy Dröge-

Macdonald /Ju Honisch
Best Classic Filk Song
Creature of the Wood by 

Heather Alexander / Philip 
Obermarck

Best Performer:
Random Fractions

Twotonic (tie)
Best Writer/Composer:

Leslie Hudson
Best Roadtrip Song:
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Past Pegasus Award Winners
Oregon Trail by Tim Griffin
Road to Santiago by Heather 

Dale (tie)
Best Song About Community:

Many Hearts, One Voice 
by Steve Macdonald

2017
Best Filk Song:

“We Are Who We Are” by 
Michelle Dockrey
and Tony Fabris

Best Classic Filk Song:
“Alligator in the House”
by Betsy Tinney/Cade 

Tinney/S.J. Tucker
Best Performer:

Judi Miller
Best Writer/Composer:

TIE
Ju Honisch/ Jordin Kare

Best Horroe Song:
“Dear Gina” 

by Seanan McGuire
Best Perky Song:

“Chocolate Is a Vegetable” by 
Graham Leathers

2016
Best Filk Song:

“Creatures of Dream”
by Batya Wittenberg

Best Classic Filk Song:
“Take It Back”

by Kathleen Sloan
Best Writer/Composer: 

Barry Childs-Helton
Best Performer:

Play It With Moxie
Best Adapted Song: 

“Six Transit Genitalia Centauri”

by Bob Kanefsky
Best Exploration Song

“Starsoul”
by Roger Burton West/ Jodi 

Krangle

2015
Best Filk Song: 

“My Story is Not Done”
by Seanan McGuire

Best Classic Filk Song:
“Captain Jack and the Mermaid”

by Meg Davis
Best Writer/Composer:

Cat Faber
Best Performer: 

Jeff & Maya Bohnhoff
Best Adapted Song:

Grabthar’s Silver Hammer
by Steve Macdonald

Best Time-Related Song:
“Precious Moments”

by Phil Allcock

2014 
Best Filk Song: (Tie)

“Paper Worlds”
by Talis Kimberley

“Snow White, Red Road”
by Cheshire Moon

Best Classic Filk Song:
“Grandfather” by Gary Hanak

Best Writer/Composer: 
Tim Griffin

Best Performer:
Cheshire Moon

Best Adapted Song:
“Midichlorian Rhapsody”

by Jeff Bohnhoff
Best Song of Passage:

“Outward Bound”
by Cat Faber

2013
Best Filk Song:

“Joan” by Heather Dale
/Ben Deschamps

Best Classic Filk Song
“Second-Hand Songs”
by Jonathan Turner

Best Writer/Composer: 
Talis Kimberley 
Best Performer: 

Alexander James Adams
Best Fairytale Song:
“Dryad’s Promise”
by Betsy Tinney
Best Alien Song:

“Little Fuzzy Animals”
by Frank Hayes

2012
Best Filk Song:

“Cheshire Kitten” 
by S.J. Tucker

Best Classic Filk Song:
“Tiberius Rising”

by Rand Bellavia &
Adam English

Best Writer/Composer: (Tie)
Juanita Coulson &
 Dr. Mary Crowell 

Best Performer: (Tie)
Betsy Tinney & Wild Mercy 

Best Gaming Song:
“I Put My Low Stat”
by Dr. Mary Crowell

Best Travel Song: “No Hurry”
by Michelle Dockrey

2011
Best Filk Song:
“Wicked Girls” 

by Seanan McGuire
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Best Classic Filk Song:
“The Phoenix”
by Julia Ecklar

Best Writer/Composer:
S. J. Tucker

Best Performer:
Amy McNally

Best Badass Song:
“Evil Laugh”

by Seanan McGuire
Best Romantic Song:

“As I Am”
by Heather Dale

2010
Best Filk Song:

“A Thousand Ships”
by Ju Honisch / Katy 

Dröge-Macdonald
Best Classic Filk Song:

“Fire In The Sky”
by Jordin Kare

Best Writer/Composer:
Heather Dale

Best Performer:
S. J. Tucker

Best Mad Science Song:
“What A Woman's For”

by Seanan McGuire
Best Magic Song:

“Where The Magic Is 
Real”

by Paul Kwinn



Closing Notes

The last songs have been sung.  The last 
conversations spoken.  We leave for our cities 
and homes with a warm glow (and maybe some 
new CDs and books.)   It has been good to a see 
everyone again.  Here is my very firm wish that 
next time we host OVFF 28 in October 2022 this 
whole COVID mess will be behind us and there 
will be many more songs of hope and happiness.  
Note: Except for those people who always write 
dark songs.  We love them too.

Our 2022 theme is Year of the Cat, in 
honor of the Chinese Year of the Tiger. Our 
Guest of Honor is Beth Patterson. Our 
toastmaster is, once again, that acclaimed master 
of parodies and puns, Tom Smith (Though he has 
quite a few serious songs as well). Our Listener 

guest of Honor will be Spencer Love. Check our 
website www.ovff.org for news of next year’s 
convention.

The song contest topic is “The Cat’s 
Meow.”So, hone your songwriting skills until 
then. 

The categories for the 2022 Pegasus 
Awards are: Best Filk Song, Best Classic Filk 
Song, Best Performer, Best Writer/Composer, 
Best Cheery-Ose (Schadenfreude) and Best Mad 
Science Song. 

Throughout the year at each filkcon or 
filk-friendly con you attend, please remember to 
fill out a Pegasus Brainstorming Poll. Copies are 
a v a i l a b l e o n t h e P e g a s u s w e b s i t e :  
www.ovff.org/pegasus/2020poll.html.

Thanks to all,  performers and audience alike!

For all fen with a song in their heart. Thank you 
again. 
Les and Linnea Davis 
ConChairs OVFF 37
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